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FILLMORE AND SUMNER. | 





1» the Editors of The Boston Journat: 

Now that all that was mortal of ‘our great Senator 
has been consigned to’ kindred dust, and the funeral 
solemnities are consummated, permit me to relieve my 
mind of a burden that is resting upon it. 

With but two exceptions in our national history— 
Washington and Lincoln—the death of no public man 
has been so universally deplored, or has ‘elicited such 
tokens of public honor and appreciation, as that of 
Charles Sumner. Never before has Boston presented 
such an impressive and aughst spectacle as at his obse- 
quies, nor Massachusetts sounded through all her 
towns and villages such a knell of bereavement, nor 
the country manifested such heartfelt expressions of 


_grief over a common loss. What a memorable gath- 


ering that was in Faneuil Hall on Saturday last of the 
citizens of Boston, without distinction of party, to pay 


their homage to his memory, and to give their approval: 


tothe warmest encomiums upon his character and 
labors! On Sunday what throngs poured into the. 
lower hall of the State House, in a continuous, inex- 
haustible flood like that of Niagara at its brink, to 
ig: around his bier, and then tind an outlet in quick 

nd billowy Dcanettonst On Monday, the day of 


Pater, how all industrial and mercantile pursuits were 


suspended as by a paralytic stroke—what a sabbatical 
gravity and quietude pervaded the city—what a vast 
ingathezing of persons from all parts of the State, and 
far beyond its limits, either as participants in the 
mournful rites or as sympathizing spectators! It was 
the blending of interment and coronation in one act— 
of “farewell” and ‘all hail” in the same breath. 
And what a fortunate concurrence, that the Legisla- 
ture of the Commonwealth should be in session, 
prompt to take honorable notice of his sudden depar- 
ture, and in appropriate resolutions to express the 
feelings of the people of Massachusetts in view 
thereof ! 

It would be superfluous for me to pay an additional 
tribute to his merits, or to throw another garland upon 
his grave. Jinis coronat opus. 

My object 1s to call attention to an act of flagrant in- 
consissency and shameful laudation, anele tosecord Bry 
indignant protest against it. *. 

By a striking coincidence, only five Sayet béfere Mes 
Sumner’s translation the signer of the Fugitive Slaye 
Law, Millard Fillmore, was summoned to the ae et 
eternal justice. For that most iniquitous deed he was 
neld in abhorrence by the friends of freedom Sea eee 
out the world, and, having ‘died aagenfate RO signs? 


wee e ra *es see 


- of shame or regret, deserves to go ee uniwabts ufhph- 


ored and uusung.” He could have’ vétoed what- Mr. 
Sumner truthfully described as an enactment ‘most 
cruel, unchristian, detestable, devilish, heaven-defy- 
ing; setting at naught the best principles of the Con- 
stitution and the laws of God;” an1, therefore, he’ is 
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- it with chains, and under them ignominiously obligin 





tion! One of the mest active Whigs of th 
‘ publicly declared, respecting his administré' 


- ever to be held responsible forall the woes and horrors. 


arising from its enforcement. Butfor him there had 
been no merciless slave-hunters prowling through the 
North for their prey, carrying consternation and unut- 
terable anguish into every negro family, renderirg in 
secure every free colored person as well as every veri 
able fugitive, and compelling a heart-breaking exod 
of multitudes to a foreign territory and an inhospitable 
clime. But for him there had been no pitiless By 
Commissioners, before whom the kidnappers 

bring their impious claims, and, through intimid 
bribery, favoritism or summary authority, secure 
approving verdict, and drag their terror-strick 
victims to torture, stripes and hopeless bondage 
all right of trial by jury (which would hay 
been accorded to the seizure of a horse) denied, an 
nearly all chance of successful defence cut off. Bu 
for him there had been no arrest of a Shadrach, : 
Sims, and an Anthony Burns in our very midst; n 
turning the Court House into a slave prison, encirceli 

























the judges to stoop to gain entrance to their rine 
no military companies quartered in Faneuil Hall, 
be in readiness to shoot down the people in case of 
attempt at rescue; no regiment of Massachusetts 
fantry, first posted on the Common, and afterward so 
placed as to guard every street, lane and other avenue 
leading to Court street, State street, &c., the route 
through which the slave procession was to pass; po 
occupancy of Court square by two companies of United , 
States troops, a large field piece, fully charged and 
primed, being drawn into the centre; no mounted Mas- 
sachusetts troops taking the lead when the line of) 
march to the wharf was taken up, the field piece afore- 
said to the front, and any amount of brute force fol- 
lowing after. At such an hour as this, shall it ‘pe! 
forgotten that Millard Fillmore, in an official procla- 
mation as President of the United States, countersigned 
by Dariiel ‘Webster as Secretary of State, because a 
black man claimed as a fugitive slave was, uninjuri- 
ously to any one, hustled out of the court room by 
some colored syippathizeyy present and enabled t 
make His, ascape, » top sanallag directed that “ prosecu 
tio®s ke fommérpee @gainst all persons who shall bhay¢ 
sate thenséfves aiders or abettors in this flagitio 
otfencea,¢ ror, eho shall ‘‘have harbored or concea 
s§ch fungittyg contrary to law,” so that th 
nfight be °« Brought to immediate and condign py 
ent! Sy Furthermore, not content with | 
tuishipe Sawer abregd ein his hands, he 
with sente’a message “tS Congress, suggesti 
that body the expediency ef passing a law empd 
the President to call out the militia in such g 
gency without the previous formality of a yp 
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